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COUNTY SPORTS PARTNERSHIP CLUBMARK INFORMATION

Due to the positive response to our mapping exercise of Clubmark and working towards clubs this time last year, it has been decided to rerun the exercise for 2009. Clubmark clubs continue to support sustainable sporting opportunity with an estimated 800,000 young people being members of Clubmark or working towards clubs. The number of Clubmark clubs continues to rise and has increased nationally from 4,125 August 2008 to 5,410 (31%) August 2009. Further, the number of working towards clubs has also risen, during this time, from 4,161 to 4,511. All these clubs have committed themselves to developing school-club links and development plans.

Clubmark clubs continue to be assessed and there is a well developed auditable process ensuring clubs achieve minimum operating standards, regardless of the NGB to which they affiliate. Evidence collected independently of NGBs suggests that Clubmark clubs have, over the past three years: increased junior participation, raised the number of active, qualified coaches and improved levels of coach qualification and improved the reliability of volunteers in the community sport environment. Both clubs and evaluators consider Clubmark to have enabled community clubs to become more effective and sustainable.
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Clubmark and working towards clubs; Cumbria Sport – by population density

	North West
	August 2008
	August 2009
	% increase AC Clubs

	CSP
	AC
	WT
	TOT
	AC
	WT
	TOT
	plus or minus

	Cumbria Sport
	71
	61
	132
	90
	80
	170
	26.76

	Greater Sport (Greater Manchester SP)
	224
	185
	409
	272
	211
	483
	21.43

	Lancashire Sport
	124
	113
	237
	161
	125
	286
	29.84

	Merseyside Sports Partnership
	127
	82
	209
	158
	96
	254
	24.41

	Sport Cheshire
	114
	85
	199
	142
	96
	238
	24.56

	North West CSP not specified
	6
	14
	20
	7
	13
	20
	0.00

	TOTAL
	666
	540
	1206
	830
	621
	1451
	24.62


In an increasingly litigious society it is important that parents, guardians, teachers, local authority staff and CSPs are confident when signposting young people to clubs. For most NGBs, Clubmark is an integral element in club development work; in addition to providing assurance about clubs meeting minimum operating standards. This is why supporting clubs ‘working towards’ Clubmark is vital. Quality is the key to sustaining activity in community sports clubs and the key underpinning measure of this is Clubmark accreditation.

Clubmark/working towards clubs; Cumbria Sport set against Indices Multiple Deprivation 
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The graph below identifies how the region, as a whole, has fared in comparison to Clubmark trends across the country. In general, the North West region mirrors the national trends of accreditations. However, the rate of accreditations has remained consistently above the national average, indicating the importance that CSPs and NGBs give to accreditation in the North West.

Graph to indicate trends of Clubmark accreditation per quarter from July 2006 – September 2009
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To assist and support club development work KKP, via trained and experienced regional tutors, has now trained over 600 assessors/support officers of which 76 are from the North West. 

It is heartening that more and more PDMs are encouraging young people from their sports partnerships to choose Clubmark clubs as this indicates they understand the value of minimum operating standards. In most regions Clubmark accreditation is a significant facet of London 2012 legacy plans and will continue to be so.

In addition, KKP has worked with Sport England and the Child Protection Sport Unit to develop a Clubmark-linked quality assurance template to ensure that Sport Unlimited achieves minimum standards of quality assurance; ensuring that local authorities, teachers and parents can have full confidence in the sports system established to accommodate this. 

For further information regarding Clubmark visit www.clubmark.co.uk. The database (found in Resources) is updated monthly and is based upon information received directly from NGBs. If you spot any discrepancies please contact KKP on 0161 764 7040 or email clare.macleod@kkp.co.uk
We hope you find the attached of value when benchmarking and setting targets for future growth.

The map shows the number and distribution of Clubmark/working towards clubs in the CSP as of August 2009.


Cumbria Sport has 90 Clubmark clubs plus a further 80 ‘working towards’. This equates to approximately 11% of the regional total of 830 Clubmark clubs, possibly reflecting the rural nature of the county compared to the rest of the region.

















Cumbria Sport�
August 2008�
August 2009�
Percentage increase in accreditations�
�
Local Authorities�
AC�
WT�
TOT�
AC�
WT�
TOT�
plus or minus�
�
Allerdale BC�
12�
9�
21�
16�
14�
30�
33.33�
�
Barrow-in-Furness BC�
8�
8�
16�
13�
13�
26�
62.50�
�
Carlisle City Council�
11�
12�
23�
15�
16�
31�
36.36�
�
Copeland BC�
17�
9�
26�
21�
10�
31�
23.53�
�
Eden DC�
8�
6�
14�
7�
9�
16�
-12.50�
�
South Lakeland DC�
15�
13�
28�
18�
18�
36�
20.00�
�
TOTAL�
71�
57�
128�
90�
80�
170�
26.76�
�
Totals may vary slightly due to variations in data
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Cumbria Sport has generally remained below the regional average of accreditations. Two very successful quarters in the middle of 2008 saw a massive increase in the rate of accreditations, following a particularly weak quarter.








North West and Cumbria Sport trends of Clubmark accreditation













