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GENERAL CRITERIA AND GUIDE TO APPLICATION 

FOR GRANT-AID FROM THE SPECIAL RESERVE FUND OF THE CUMBRIA 

SCHOOL SPORTS ASSOCIATION
Cumbria Sport Partnership, on behalf of Cumbria County Council, administers grant-aid through the Special Reserve Fund of the Cumbria School Sports association under the following general criteria.

This criterion is not meant to be exhaustive, but is merely a guideline on which any funding decisions can be made. Before completing the application form, please read the following notes to check the general eligibility of your project.

If you are in any doubt as to whether your application may be eligible to receive funding, please contact Richard Johnston, Business Operations Manager at Cumbria Sport on 01228 221255.

The completed application form must be signed and returned with all requested material to the Cumbria Sport Office, 5 Portland Square, Carlisle, Cumbria, CA1 1PU. It is important that you enclose as much information as possible to ensure your application is dealt with speedily.  

GENERAL CRITERIA FOR APPLICATIONS


Grants will be given under the following broad headings: -

(a)
Additional Grants to School Sports Associations

Additional funding can be given to individual school sports associations towards the costs associated with their participation in the later stages of regional or national competitions. It is also possible to provide additional funding to any school sports association whose teams are selected to represent the country in an international event or fixture.

(b) Grants to School Teams

As above, where school teams reach the later stages of regional or national competitions, they may be eligible to receive additional funding support from the Association towards these exceptional costs. If the school team is selected to represent the country, there may also be additional funding allocated.

(c) Grants to Individuals

Grants can be made to individuals who are showing real potential within their chosen sport, and as a result are incurring additional costs. These costs may include travel, accommodation, entry fees, equipment costs etc. Individuals must be able to demonstrate that they meet the following criteria: -

· Are in full time education at a Cumbria LEA school;

· Be part of their sports World Class Start programme (or equivalent). Where sports do not have a World Class Start programme, a general rule would be that they should be ranked nationally in the top 6 in their age group for their sport;
· The activity is for school based sport and not through the national governing body network. 

Where the application received is from a sport that has a Cumbria based School Sport Association, any decision on whether a grant will be given will be ratified with Officers from the relevant Association. Where there is no Association for that particular sport, any decision will be made by the Business Operations Manager at Cumbria Sport.
Any grant given will usually cover a specific period of time (e.g. a school year, or a financial year) and will be paid in one instalment via a cheque.
Applications received from individuals who are incurring additional costs due to being a member of a professional sports clubs academy will not be eligible to receive funding through the Cumbria School Sports Association.

OTHER GENERAL CONDITIONS

· You are required to maintain a bank account in the name of the group or individual. In the case of an organisation, all withdrawals from the account must require a minimum of two signatures.

· Grants or any part of the grant must be only spent on the purpose for which it was given. If for any reason there is a need to vary the way in which the grant is to be spent written permission to do so must be obtained.

· Cumbria County Council support should be acknowledged on all printed publicity and in information given to the Press and media.

· You should avoid any form of discriminatory practice and pay regard to promoting equal opportunities practice in all areas of your work, including giving information about disabled access and facilities available.

· In the event of your organisation ceasing to operate or failing to undertake or complete the activity for which the subsidy was offered the County Council reserves the right to withhold payment, reduce its subsidy or seek recovery.

· Where a grant is not to be claimed within twelve months from the date it was offered, notification of this should be given in writing to the Business Operations Manager, otherwise the grant offer will lapse.

· Access should be given to any records and information as required by any designated officer of the Authority.

· In the case of an organisation, your accounts should be independently audited at the end of the financial year. This need not be done by professional audit. Your auditors must not hold any other office in the organisation.

· Commercial or professional organisations e.g. profit-making are not eligible.

